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Key People 

Key Dates 

· Thomas Farriner (or Farynor) The owner of the bakery where 
the fire started, in Pudding Lane.  
 

· Samuel Pepys—He survived the Great Plague  and also saw the 
Great Fire of London in 1666.  We know lots about these two 
events from his diary. 
 

· King Charles II—The king from 1660-1685. King during the Great 
Fire of London.  

 

· Sir Christopher Wren— A er the fire he redesigned lots of new 
buildings including St Pauls Cathedral.  He was knighted by the king 
in 1673.  

 

 

1665 

1666 

1666 

· The start of the Great Plague in London.   

· 2nd September—The Great Fire started. 

· 5th September—The Great Fire ended. 

· The end of the Great Plague in London. 

· Sir Christopher Wren designed the new St Pauls. 

· The Monument to the Great Fire of London finished. 

· Nicholas Barbon set up the first fire insurance company 

1666 

1675 

1677 

1680 



Key Facts 

Key Vocabulary 

1. The fire began in Thomas’ bakery in Pudding Lane. 
2. The Great Fire of London happened between 2-5 September in 1666. 
3. Before the fire began there had been a drought so the city was very dry. 
4. The fire spread easily because the houses were made from wood and 

straw, there was a strong wind and the houses were close together. 
5. They used squirts, fire hooks and leather buckets to fight the fire. They 

tried to create fire breaks by blowing up houses with gunpowder.  
6. Only 6 people died but 13,000 houses and 90 churches were destroyed.  
7. We know what happened during the fire because people wrote about it 

and drew maps.  
8. People whose homes had burned down lived in tents in the nearby fields. 
9. When houses were rebuilt, a lot of them were made in bricks instead of 

wood, and they weren’t built so close together. 
10. Sir Christopher Wren designed a new St Paul’s Cathedral and a monument 

to remember the Great Fire of London, both s ll stand today. 
11. They made changes to fire regula ons to keep the city safer.  

1. Pudding Lane—The road where the fire started.  

2. Seething Lane—The road where Samuel Pepys lived. 

3. Baker—a person who makes bread, biscuits and cakes.  

4. Squirt—a large metal object used to put out the fire.  

5. Leather bucket—filled with water to fight the fire, plas c wasn’t invented!  

6. Fire hook—a long metal hook used to pull the houses down that were about to 
catch fire.  

7. Horse and cart—used to try and escape the fire. 

8. River Thames—river running through London, people try to escape on boats.  

9. Drought—a long period without any rain  

10. Plague—a disease that made lots of people sick  



Test Yourself 
1. When did the Great Fire of London begin? 

2. Where did the fire start? 

3. Why did the fire spread so quickly?  

4. What did people do to try to stop the fire? 

5. What helped to stop the fire?  

6. How many homes were destroyed? Where did people go?  

7. What sources can we use to find out more about the fire?  

8. What changes were made when London was rebuilt? 

9. Who designed the new St Paul’s Cathedral?  

10. What do you think is the most significant reason the fire spread? 

Texts to read  

 


